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On Oct. 10, in a note sent to the US Ambassador, Panamanian Foreign Minister Jorge Abadia
accused the US of violating the Canal agreements, witnessed in the recent participation of US
military personnel in anti-government protests. Abadia said US troops stationed at the Southern
Command were violating article 4 of the agreements which demands that US personnel respect
Panamanian law and abstain from participating in any activity incompatible with their specific
duties. The minister was referring to the arrest of nine US Army soldiers on Oct. 7. They were
accused of perpetrating vandalism while participating in an evening protest organized by the
National Civic Crusade. Unofficially, it is known that some 2,000 soldiers reside in private homes
and apartments in the capital. US military personnel are officially prohibited from signing contracts
and rental agreements with Panamanian individuals or companies without prior authorization by
the Panamanian government. Since the wave of protests began four months ago, 12 US citizens
have been arrested during opposition protests, 11 of them soldiers, and a diplomat. As a result of
these incidents and others, the Panamanian government has denounced the US for intervening in
the country's domestic affairs, i.e., supporting an opposition conspiracy to install a conservative
government amenable to negotiating the presence of the US military after the year 2000. The Oct. 10
note was the fourth dispatched by the Panamanian Foreign Ministry complaining of US meddling in
the past four months. (Basic data from AFP, 10/10/87)
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